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Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) An improved boot tor use. in sealing a constant velocity 
joint and ball spline joint assembly, the boot comprising: 

a plurality of articulating e onychites; 

a grease catchi ng member; 

a first stabilizing member joining the plurality of' articulating It and the 
grease catching member, the first stabilizing membe r for. use in s electively circumscribing an 
inner race of the bail joint at a generally predetermined distance to provide stability at high 
speed; 

a plurality of plunging convoluted; 

a second stabilizing member joining the plurality of plunging convotutes and the 
grease catching member, the second stabilizing member f or use in selectively circumscribing an 
outer race of the ball spline joint at a generally predetermined distance to provide additional 
stability. 

2. {Previously Presented) An improved boot as in claim L wherein the articulating 
s t ecommodate joint ul man fat least 15 degrees 

3. (Previously Presented) An improved boot as in claim 1 , wherein the plunging 
convoluted selec ti vely accommodate joint plunge of at least 45 mm. 

4. (Previously Presented) An improved boot as in claim L wherein the first 
stabilizing membei selectively cir< umscribes he inner race of the bail spline joint by about 1 
mm. 
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5 . (Previously Presented) As improved boot m is claim I , wherein the second 
stabilizing member selectively circumscribes the outer race of the ball spline joint. 

6. (Original) An improved soot as in claim L v> herein the constant velocity joint is a 
high-speed fixed joint. 

7. pj - . . i vr n»pio\ed boot as in claim 1 , wherein the boot 
elective comi s t i t an angle of at .least 15 degree 

8. 1 isly Presen > An improved boot as in claim 1> wherein the boot 

l v. n i i ii ^ I i " in- > mi i 

9. (Original) An improved boot as in claim ! > wherein the boot ts adapted to 

!! d i s | S ^ O 1 1 < 1 M ] 

10. {Original) An improved boot as in claim 1, wherein the boot is adapted to 
accommodate joint plunge of at least 15 mm extension and 15 mm compression. 

11. (Original) An improved boot as in claim I, wherein the boot is comprised of a 
thermoplastic material. 

12. (Previously Presented) An improved joint assembly, comprising: 

a constant velocity joint having a constant velocity inner race and a constant 
\ :> > s e c e * 

a ball spline joint selectively affixed to the constant velocity joint, the ball spline 
joint having an inner race and an outer race; and 

a boot affixabie to he co m 1 e < it\ >im and t ball spline join s aland 
house the combined joints, the boot comprising: 

a plurality of articulating convolntes; 

a grease -catching menifeer; 
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a first stabilizing memfo ng the g utes and the 

grease catching member, the first stabilizing member adapted to ride above the inner race of the 

hail spline John to provide stability at high speed; 

a plurality of plunging convolutes; 

second sut b t ~ <- t h 

grease catching member, the second stabilizing member having a substantially constant wall 
thickness and adapted to circumscribe the outer race of the bail spline joint at a generally 
predetermined distance to pro\ ide additional stability. 

13. (Original) An improved joint assembly as in claim ! 2, wherein the constant 
velocity joint is a high speed fixed joint. 

14. (Original) An improved joint assembly as i» claim 12, wherein the assembly is 
adapted for use in a propshaft 

15. (Original) \» nupio\ed o 1 — \ t ^ t v ^ m r ^ x <. me a;m m 
com tes are adapted to acc < nt as 1 east 15 degrees 

16. (Original) An improved joint assembly as in clam? 12, wherein the plunging 
convolutes are adapted to accommodate joint plunge to an angle of at least 45 mm. 

17. (Original) An improved joint assembly as in claim 12, wherein the first stabilizing 
member is adapted to ride approximately 1 mm above the inner race of the bail spline joint. 

18. (Original) An improved joint assembly as in claim 12, wherein the second 
sMhm in. n L-emm :s „ led to nde approximately 1 mm above the Outer race of the bad spline 
joint 

19. N t ^ * 5 n I t. ass 5ly as eiai 2 r wherein the b s adaptec 
to accommodate vehicle installation at an angle of at least 15 degrees. 

20 (Origin I) An mproved tsint assembly as - claim wh red i boo idaptet 
to accommodate joint operation of at least 7 degrees and 9000 revolutions per minute, 
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21. {Original} An i mproved joint assembly as is claim 12, wherein the boot is adapted 
to accommodate crash plunge of at least 30 ram extension and 15 mm compression. 

22. (Original) An improved joint assembly as in claim 12, wherein the boot is adapted 
to accommodate joint plunge of at least 15 mm extension and 15 mm compression, 

23. Canceled 

24. sei ved boot as in claim 1, wherein an external 
diameter of the grease catching member is generally greater than external diameters of either the 
first stabilizing member or the second stabilizing member. 

.25. (Previously Presented) An improved boot as in claim J , wherein an external 
diameter of the first stabilizing member is generally less than an external diameter of either lite 
second sta I aber of the outer race of the ball spine joint. 

26. (Previously Presented) An improved joint, assembly as in claim 12, further 
comprising a shaft portion interconnecting at least one of the constant velocity inner race and Ibe 
constant velocity outer 
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